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‘A comprehensive and important collection that includes essays by some of 
the leading figures in the field. ...Essential reading for anyone interested in 
risk assessment.’
Professor Kristin Shrader-Frechette, University of Notre Dame

‘The editors are to be congratulated for bringing together a distinguished 
international group of theorists to reflect on the issues. This volume will 
be sure to raise the level of debate while at the same time showing the 
importance of philosophical reflection in approaches to the problems of 
the age.’ 
Professor Jonathan Wolff, University College London

This volume brings together top authors from the fields of risk, philosophy, 
social sciences and psychology to address the issue of how we should 
decide how far technological risks are morally acceptable or not. The 
underlying principles are examined, along with methodological challenges, 
public involvement and instruments for democratization. A strong 
theoretical basis is complemented by a range of case studies from some of 
the most contentious areas, including medical ethics and GM crops. 

This book is a vital new resource for researchers, students and anyone 
concerned that traditional approaches to risk management don’t 
adequately address ethical considerations.

Sabine Roeser is an assistant professor at the Department of Philosophy, Delft 
University of Technology. She has published articles and edited books in the areas 
of moral philosophy, risk and emotion. Lotte Asveld currently works at the Dutch 
Institute for Technology Assessment, the Rathenau Institute in The Hague.
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Unnatural Selection: The Challenges of Engineering Tomorrow’s People
By Peter Healey and Steve Rayner

‘Well-chosen collection ... eye-opening essays.’
Gregory M. Fahy PhD, cryobiologist, biogerontologist and former Director of the American Aging Association

This book, written by a range of experts in science and technology, bioethics and social science, examines the range of 
technological innovations offering lives that purport to be longer, stronger, smarter and happier and asks whether their 
introduction is likely to lead to more fulfilled individuals and a fairer world. The breadth of approaches and perspectives make 
important reading for those who work with these technologies and anyone who cares about the implications of humanity 
engineering its own evolution.

The Earthscan Reader on Risk
Edited by Ragnar E. Löfstedt and Åsa Boholm

This new anthology is a comprehensive introduction to the field of risk theory. The introduction provides the ideal starting 
point for students and professionals new to risk studies and offers a concise refresher for researchers and practitioners. 
Coverage includes the origins of the ‘concept of risk’ and its often misunderstood cousin ‘uncertainty,’ before moving on to 
address risk perception, risk communication, the idea of trust and post trust as well as risk in policy and regulation with a 
close look at the Precautionary Principle. 

Following the introduction, the volume includes a selection of the most significant and influential works on risk in their 
entirety. These selections, organized thematically to cover the breadth and depth of the field, provide greater detail and 
elaborate on the key themes and major developments in risk studies. Together they comprise the essential literature 
necessary for a full understanding of risk theory and practice on any issue and in any context.
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Written by leading academics and risk practitioners from industry and government, The Tolerability of Risk presents a summary 
of theoretical perspectives on risk approaches, providing a detailed elicitation of the methods and approaches used to build the 
Tolerability of Risk framework and examining the prospect of universal application of that framework. From nuclear power to 
environmental pollution, climate change and drug testing, the Tolerability of Risk framework may offer a workable, pragmatic 
solution for balancing risks against the costs involved in controlling them, as well as developing the institutional capacity to make 
effective decisions in all jurisdictions worldwide.

The Tolerability of Risk: A New Framework for Risk Management
By Frederic Bouder, David Slavin and Ragnar Löfstedt

Nanotechnology: Risk, Ethics and Law
Edited by Geoffrey Hunt and Michael Mehta

‘This valuable collection provides many insights into nanotechnology’s impacts.’ 
Chris Phoenix, Director of Research, Center for Responsible Nanotechnology

Including contributions by renowned figures such as Roland Clift, K. Eric Drexler and Arpad Pusztai, this is the first global overview of 
the state of nanotech and society in Europe, the USA, Japan and Canada, examining the ethics, the environmental and public health 
risks, and the governance and regulation of this most promising, and potentially most dangerous, of all technologies.
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