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During the early developmental stages of a new technology, ethicists and engineers are still able to in�uence how 

that technology will ultimately a�ect our lives, says professor of philosophy, Jeroen van den Hoven, of the Faculty of 

Technology, Policy and Management.

Jeroen van den Hoven

The scienti!c director of the 3TU Centre for 

Ethics and Technology is sometimes referred to 

as an ICT philosopher. Even though Professor 

Jeroen van den Hoven (Rotterdam, 1957) 

received his doctorate for his work on infor-

mation technology and moral philosophy, and 

although as a researcher and political consul-

tant he is still engaged in the ethics of ICT, the 

label appears to be somewhat restrictive now.

In 2004, Van den Hoven became a professor 

at TU Delft’s Faculty of Technology, Policy and 

Management, where he now also serves as 

the deputy dean. He studied philosophy at 

Erasmus University Rotterdam, where in 1998 

he was appointed endowed professor of infor-

mation and communication technology.

Van den Hoven was the architect of the soci-

ally responsible entrepreneurship programme 

of the Netherlands Organisation for Scienti!c 

Research (NWO), which is a major funder of 

the research conducted at the 3TU Centre. As 

a researcher, Van den Hoven has published on 

such subjects as value-conscious design, the 

downside of the internet, and the possible 

e1ects of nanotechnology (radio frequency 

identi!cation tags) on our privacy.

Van den Hoven, together with prominent 

liberal politician Frits Bolkestein and others, 

compiled the recently published collection 

‘The politics of things’ (‘De politiek der dingen’), 

in which researchers from the 3TU Centre 

detail the ‘moral and political signi!cance’ 

of ‘technological artefacts’. Van den Hoven is 

married and has two children.
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